
UNDERSTANDING BLUEPRINTS

How to Read Construction Drawings for Church Building Committees

Understanding construction drawings (or blueprints) is crucial for a church building committee 
overseeing a new project or renovation. These drawings serve as a roadmap for architects, 
engineers, and contractors, detailing every aspect of the construction process. Here’s a guide to 
help you interpret them effectively. (Be sure to review the Video and Written Resources 
available below.)

1. Understanding the Basics

Title Block – Found on every sheet, the title block contains essential information, including the 
project name, drawing title, date, scale, and the architect’s or designer’s details.

Revision Block – Lists any changes made to a drawing, including the date, description, and 
authorization details.

Legend & Symbols – Construction drawings use standardized symbols and abbreviations. The 
legend, typically on the first few pages, explains these symbols.

Grid System – Helps locate specific parts of the drawing using an alphanumeric coordinate 
system.

Scale & Dimensions – Drawings are often scaled to represent the actual building proportions. 
The scale notation (e.g., 1/4" = 1'-0") indicates how measurements on paper translate to real-life 
dimensions.

2. Types of Construction Drawings

Site Plan – Shows the building’s location in relation to property lines, roads, and surrounding 
structures.

Floor Plans – Provide a top-down view of each level, showing room layouts, walls, doors, 
windows, and other key features.

Elevations – Illustrate the exterior views of the building, including height, materials, and 
architectural details.

Sections – Vertical cut-through views that reveal internal structures, ceiling heights, and 
material layers.

Mechanical, Electrical, and Plumbing (MEP) Plans – Detailed layouts of HVAC systems, 
electrical wiring, and plumbing components.
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Key Features of a Blueprint

Title Block – Identifies the project, designer, and other essential details.

Revision Block – Lists modifications made to the drawings.

Grid System – Helps navigate different sections of the blueprint.

Notes and Legends – Explain symbols, materials, and construction methods.

Drawing or Plan Sheets – Contain various views and specifications of the building.

How to Read Blueprints in 6 Steps

Familiarize Yourself With the Legend – Learn the symbols and abbreviations used.

Understand the Scales – Know how measurements translate to actual dimensions.

Read the Dimensions – Pay attention to room sizes and clearances.

Review the Specifications Section – Check material descriptions and construction
methods.

Analyze the Plan, Elevation, and Section Views – Understand different perspectives of
the building.

Check the Notes from the Architect or Engineer – Look for important details and
changes.

The Three Basic Views in a Blueprint

Typically, blueprints include:

• Top View (Plan View) – A bird’s-eye perspective showing the layout.

• Front View (Elevation View) – Displays the front façade.

• Right Side View (Side Elevation) – Shows the depth and height.

Other views, such as the left side or bottom, may be included depending on the design.

6. Tips for Effective Review

• Meet with the Architect – Schedule a walkthrough of the plans to clarify any
uncertainties.
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• Compare with Budget & Timeline – Ensure the design aligns with financial constraints
and project schedule.

• Collaborate with Contractors – Obtain insights from builders to identify potential
challenges early.

By becoming familiar with construction drawings, church building committees can make 
informed decisions, ensure alignment with the congregation’s needs, and contribute to a smooth 
building process.

Resources:

1. How to Read Construction Drawings – BigRentz - Article
https://www.bigrentz.com/blog/construction-blueprints

2. Blueprint Reading 101 – Dirk van Der Velde (Video)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LS1dDMJQBt0

3. How to Read Construction Blueprints for Beginners – David Wintzer (Video)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u4n8Oo-p9vg
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