
Construction Institute Specifications (CSI) 
Divisions
The Construction Specifications Institute (CSI) divisions provide a standardized system to 
organize and present all the details of a construction project. Think of this system as the “table of 
contents” or “chapters” in a construction manual, where each division covers a specific aspect of 
the project—from general requirements and sitework to specialized building systems like HVAC 
and electrical work. This common framework is crucial for clear communication among owners, 
architects, contractors, and all other stakeholders, ensuring that everyone is “speaking the same 
language” throughout design, bidding, construction, and even during pay applications.

What Are CSI Divisions?

CSI divisions serve to break down complex construction projects into clearly defined categories. 
These divisions help in:

• Standardized Organization: Grouping related work into divisions makes it easier to
prepare, review, and update project specifications.

• Clear Communication: When someone refers to “Division 09,” every party understands
it relates to finish work, ensuring that queries and instructions are precise.

• Efficient Bidding & Payment Processes: Contractors can quickly locate the relevant
sections, enabling accurate cost estimation, competitive bidding, and streamlined pay
applications.

• Future-Proofing Projects: The numbering system includes reserved divisions for future
expansion, accommodating emerging construction methods and technologies.

The Original 16 Divisions

When the MasterFormat system was first developed, it organized construction work into 16 
broad divisions. Each division covered a major category of construction activity:

1. Division 1 – General Requirements
Covers overall project administration, contractual requirements, and management
guidelines.

2. Division 2 – Site work
Includes site preparation, grading, earth moving, and other on-site activities.

3. Division 3 – Concrete
Details all concrete work including foundations, slabs, and structural concrete elements.
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4. Division 4 – Masonry
Covers bricks, blocks, stones, and other masonry products used in construction.

5. Division 5 – Metals
Addresses structural steel, metal fabrications, and other metal components.

6. Division 6 – Wood, Plastics, and Composites
Encompasses carpentry, millwork, and assemblies involving wood and composite
materials.

7. Division 7 – Thermal and Moisture Protection
Includes roofing, insulation, waterproofing, and related protection systems.

8. Division 8 – Openings
Focuses on windows, doors, and related hardware components.

9. Division 9 – Finishes
Deals with interior and exterior finish work such as painting, wall coverings, and
flooring.

10. Division 10 – Specialties
Covers items that don’t fit neatly elsewhere, like signage or toilet partitions.

11. Division 11 – Equipment
Lists built-in equipment necessary for facility operations, not covered under other
systems.

12. Division 12 – Furnishings
Pertains to movable furniture and related items.

13. Division 13 – Special Construction
Addresses unique or non-standard building systems requiring special methods or
materials.

14. Division 14 – Conveying Equipment
Covers elevators, escalators, and other systems for moving people or goods vertically.

15. Division 15 – Mechanical
Focuses on mechanical systems including heating, ventilation, and air conditioning
(HVAC).

16. Division 16 – Electrical
Covers the installation and distribution of electrical power, lighting, and related systems.

The Expanded “50 Divisions” System
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As construction projects have grown in complexity, the original 16 divisions have been refined 
and expanded into what is commonly referred to as the “50 Divisions” system. Although not 
every number up to 50 is used (some are reserved for future needs), this expanded framework 
offers a more granular breakdown of work:

1. Division 01 – General Requirements
Project administration, contractual procedures, and coordination requirements.

2. Division 02 – Existing Conditions
Documentation and evaluation of the existing site, including any necessary demolition or
remediation.

3. Division 03 – Concrete
Detailed specifications for all concrete work, including foundations and structural
elements.

4. Division 04 – Masonry
Specifications for brick, block, stone, and other masonry-related work.

5. Division 05 – Metals
Provides detailed information on structural steel and metal fabrications.

6. Division 06 – Wood, Plastics, and Composites
Focuses on wood-based construction and related composite materials.

7. Division 07 – Thermal and Moisture Protection
Detailed treatment of roofing, insulation, and waterproofing systems.

8. Division 08 – Openings
Specifications for windows, doors, and other opening components.

9. Division 09 – Finishes
Covers interior and exterior finish work with expanded detail on materials and
installation methods.

10. Division 10 – Specialties
Lists various specialty items not covered in other divisions.

11. Division 11 – Equipment
Detailed specifications for built-in equipment required for facility operations.

12. Division 12 – Furnishings
Covers furnishings and movable furniture with greater specificity.

13. Division 13 – Special Construction
Addresses unique construction methods and special project requirements.
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14. Division 14 – Conveying Equipment
Provides detailed guidelines for elevators, escalators, and similar systems.

15. Division 21 – Fire Suppression
Covers systems and equipment designed for fire protection and suppression.

16. Division 22 – Plumbing
Includes detailed requirements for all plumbing systems, fixtures, and installations.

17. Division 23 – HVAC
Provides expanded coverage for heating, ventilation, and air conditioning systems.

18. Division 25 – Integrated Automation
Covers building automation systems that integrate various facility functions.

19. Division 26 – Electrical
Detailed specifications for electrical distribution and related systems.

20. Division 27 – Communications
Addresses data, voice, and other communication systems for modern buildings.

21. Division 28 – Electronic Safety and Security
Specifies systems for security, including alarms, surveillance, and access control.

22. Division 31 – Earthwork
Detailed specifications regarding site grading, excavation, and other earth-moving
activities.

23. Division 32 – Exterior Improvements
Covers landscaping, paving, site lighting, and other exterior enhancements.

24. Division 33 – Utilities
Details the installation of water, sewer, and other essential utility systems.

25. Division 34 – Transportation
Covers roads, parking structures, and related transportation infrastructure.

26. Division 35 – Waterway and Marine Construction
Addresses construction related to docks, marinas, and other water-based structures.

27. Division 40 – Process Integration
Focuses on the coordination and integration of process-related systems in specialized
facilities.

28. Division 41 – Material Processing and Handling Equipment
Covers equipment used in the handling and processing of materials on site.
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29. Division 42 – Process Heating, Cooling, and Drying Equipment
Details equipment used to control temperatures and humidity in industrial processes.

30. Division 43 – Process Gas and Liquid Handling, Purification, and Storage
Equipment
Specifies systems for managing, purifying, and storing various fluids and gases.

31. Division 44 – Pollution Control Equipment
Addresses equipment and systems designed to control environmental emissions.

32. Division 45 – Industry-Specific Manufacturing Equipment
Provides specifications for equipment tailored to particular manufacturing processes.

33. Division 46 – Water and Wastewater Equipment
Covers detailed work on water treatment, distribution, and wastewater management.

34. Division 48 – Electrical Power Generation
Specifies on-site generation systems for electrical power.

35. Division 49 – Electrical Power Storage & Distribution
Addresses systems for storing and distributing electrical energy.

36. Division 50 – Reserved for Future Expansion
A placeholder for emerging technologies and construction methods that may be defined
later.

How Do the Two Systems Differ?

• Level of Detail:
The original 16 divisions offered broad categories suitable for many projects decades ago.
The expanded “50 Divisions” system refines these categories by adding new divisions
(such as Existing Conditions, Integrated Automation, and Communications) to reflect
modern construction practices.

• Modern Needs:
As building systems and project complexities have increased, the expanded system
provides more granular information. This extra detail helps designers and contractors
pinpoint exactly what work is required, reducing misunderstandings and omissions.

• Flexibility for Future Technologies:
The expanded numbering—with divisions reserved for future use—ensures the system
remains adaptable as new materials and technologies emerge.

Why Is the CSI Division System So Important?
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For Owners and Project Managers

• Clear Communication: 
A standardized numbering system means that when an owner refers to “Division 09,” 
everyone immediately understands that it concerns finish work. This clarity reduces 
ambiguity and miscommunication between all parties.

• Efficient Documentation and Tracking: 
Breaking projects into well-defined sections simplifies budgeting, progress tracking, and 
verifying work during pay applications. Each division directly corresponds to a specific 
area of work, making oversight much easier.

For Architects, Contractors, and Bidders

• Consistent Specifications: 
Designers use the standardized divisions to prepare detailed specifications, ensuring that 
everyone is referring to the same set of information.

• Improved Coordination: 
Different trades—such as electrical versus plumbing—can clearly see where their work 
fits into the overall project, helping avoid overlaps and ensuring all areas are covered.

• Streamlined Bidding: 
Contractors can locate and evaluate the specific work relevant to their trade, resulting in 
more accurate bids and smoother project execution.

In Summary

The CSI Division system—whether using the original 16 Divisions or the expanded “50 
Divisions” framework—is a foundational tool in modern construction. It organizes complex 
project information into clearly defined sections, allowing everyone involved—from owners and 
project managers to architects and contractors—to communicate efficiently and work 
collaboratively. This standardized approach not only improves the clarity of specifications but 
also enhances the overall management, bidding, and execution of construction projects.

By adopting this universal blueprint, construction professionals can ensure that every aspect of a 
project is properly detailed and understood, leading to better coordination, fewer 
misunderstandings, and ultimately, more successful project outcomes.

Additional Information: 

Article CSI  10 min read -  

 https://www.procore.com/library/csi-masterformat  
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